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SUB J : MONSOON SESSION OF PARLIAMENT OPENS 

1 . THE MONSOON SESSION OF PARLIAMENT OPENED ON AUGUST 
10 WITH ONLY A FEW ITEMS OF BUSINESS CONDUCTED ON THE 
FIRST DAY. ACCORDING TO PRESS REPORTS, THE RAIYA SABHA 
PASSED THE TERRITORIAL WATERS, CONTINENTAL SHELF, 
EXCLUSIVE ECONOMIC ZONE AND OTHER MARITIME ZONES BILL 
(SEPTEL). 

2. IN THE LOK SABHA. MINISTER OF STATE FOR LAW AND 
JUSTICE SYED MUHAMMED SUPPLIED MEMBERS WITH THE GOVERN- 
MENT'S MUSTIFICATION FOR PLACING 64 STATE AND CENTRAL 
LAWS ON THE NINTH SCHEDULE OF THE CONSTITUTION DURING 
THE PREVIOUS SESSION OF PARLIAMENT. AMONG THE LAWS 
REMOVED FROM THE JURISDICTION OF THE COURTS BY THIS 
ACTION WERE VARIOUS STATE LAND REFORM MEASURES, THE 
URBAN LAND CEILING ACT, THE BONDED LABOUR SYSTEM 
(ABOLITION) ACT, AND THE PREVENTION OF PUBLICATION OF 
OBJECTIONABLE MATTER ACT. SYED MUHAMMED SAID THAT IT 
HAD BEEN ESSENTIAL TO TAKE THIS ACTION IN ORDER TO UPLIFT 
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THE WEAKER SECTIONS OF SOCIETY "EVEN IF IT INCIDENTALLY 
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AFFECTS A FEW CITIZENS' RIGHTS." (NOTE: MOST OF THE 
LEGISLATION PLACED ON THE NINTH SCHEDULE DEALT WITH 
SOCIO-ECONOMIC MATTERS THAT ARE DIRECTLY RELATED TO 
IMPLEMENTATION OF VARIOUS ASPECTS OF THE 20-POINT PRO- 
GRAM. THE PREVENTION OF PUBLICATION OF OBJECTIONABLE 
MATTER ACT EFFECTIVELY INSTITUTIONALIZES PRESS CENSOR 
SHIP. ENDNOTE.) 

3. IN AN UNUSUAL MOVE, SEVERAL CPI MP'S RAISED A 
"CALL-ATTENTION MOTION" IN THE LOK SABHA TO COMPLAIN 
ABOUT THE INCREASE IN CONSUMER PRICES DURING THE PAST 
SEVERAL MONTHS. FINANCE MINISTER SUBRAM ANIAM REPLIED 
THAT THE GOVERNMENT WAS CONCERNED OVER THIS DEVELOPMENT 
AND WAS TAKING ALL POSSIBLE STEPS TO BRING PRICES UNDER 
CONTROL BY SUCH METHODS AS CRACKING DOWN ON HOARDERS 
AND SPECULATORS. TO OUR KNOWLEDGE, THIS WAS THE FIRST 
TIME THAT A CALL-ATTENTION MOTION HAD BEEN RAISED IN 
PARLIAMENT SINCE THE EMERGENCY. 

4. IN OTHER BUSINESS, HOME MINISTER REDDY INTRODUCED A 
B n. I, IN THE LOK SABHA TO EXTEND BY ANOTHER TWELVE 
MONTHS (I.E., UNTIL JUNE 25, 1977) THE GOVERNMENT'S 
RIGHT TO DETAIN A PERSON UNDER MISA WITHOUT DIVULGING 
THE GROUNDS FOR HIS DETENTION. THE BILL, WHICH REPLACES 
AN ORDINANCE ISSUED BY THE PRESIDENT ON JUNE 16 (NEW 
DELHI 8962), MET WITH RESISTANCE FROM OPPOSITION MP'S, 
PARTICULARLY FROM THE CPI AND CP(M). ACCORDING TO AN 
ACCOUNT IN THE PRO-CPI HINDI DAILY JANYUG, CPI MP S.M. 

BANERJEE STRONGLY ATTACKED THE MISUSE OF MISA BY THE 
POLICE AND BUREAUCRACY. HE CLAIMED THAT 20 CPI WORKERS 
HAD BEEN ARRESTED IN BIHAR UNDER MISA AND DEMANDED 
THEIR IMMEDIATE RELEASE. 

5 . WE UNDERSTAND THAT AMONG THE ITEMS OF BUSINESS 

TO BE TRANSACTED DURING THE THREE TO FOUR WEEK MONSOON 
SESSION ARE: SUPPLEMENTARY GRANTS TO SEVERAL MINISTRIES, 
BILLS REPLACING SEVEN ORDINANCES PROMULGATED BY THE 
PRESIDENT SINCE THE LAST SESSION OF PARLIAMENT, AN 
AMENDMENT OF THE PENAL CODE, A BILL TO DELIMITATE 
(I.E., REDISTRICT) CONSTITUENCIES FOLLOWING THE 1971 
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CENSUS, A BILL TO TIGHTEN PROVISIONS OF THE DOWRY 
PROHIBITION ACT, AND A BILL TO RAISE THE MINIMUM 
MARRIAGE AGE FOR BOYS AND GIRLS. THE MOST IMPORTANT 
PIECE OF LEGISLATION TO BE CONSIDERED BY PARLIAMENT, 
HOWEVER, WILL BE THE PACKAGE OF CONSTITUTIONAL 
REFORMS FORMULATED BY THE SWARAN SINGH COMMITTEE (SEPTEL). 
THE SESSION WILL END IN THE FIRST WEEK OF SEPTEMBER. 

SAXBE 
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